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NATIONAL CARERS WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [12.13 pm]: I rise to inform the house that 
this week is National Carers Week. This is an important opportunity to highlight the incredible and often invisible 
work that an estimated 320 000 Western Australian carers do every day—carers who provide care, assistance and 
support via informal and unpaid arrangements and who make a significant contribution to the wellbeing of people 
with a disability, mental illness, chronic condition, terminal illness or those who are aged, sometimes without any 
notice, support or training and often for no other reason than it is their parent, grandparent, child, partner, sister, 
brother or close friend. Sometimes, this requires caring for more than one person at a time. This brings with it many 
challenges and rewards, and I especially want to acknowledge the difficulties that carers have faced during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Carers are a diverse group from a variety of backgrounds and walks of life. But one thing 
is clear: many Western Australians rely on their support. 
During this National Carers Week, landmarks across Perth, including the Perth Bell Tower, East Perth power station, 
Optus Stadium and Matagarup Bridge, will light up in aqua blue, the colour chosen by the Carers Advisory Council 
to acknowledge carers. At Yagan Square, videos will be screened portraying the stories of carers and promoting 
this year’s theme, “Millions of reasons to care”. Carers show us that there are a million reasons to care and a million 
reasons to say thank you to not only carers, but also the many organisations and people who work to support and 
highlight this invaluable group of people. Such organisations include Carers WA, Carers Australia, my ministerial 
Carers Advisory Council, Helping Minds, Alzheimer’s WA, Kalparrin and so many more. 
As the McGowan government minister responsible for carers, my message to carers this week is simple: your state 
government sees you, your state government thanks you and we are committed to ensuring that you receive the 
support and recognition you deserve. 
On behalf of the McGowan government, I thank all careers and wish them an enjoyable National Carers Week. 
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